
New Beijing Poly Plaza
Dongcheng District, Beijing, China
Size  100,000sm in 24 floors 
Completed  2007



The New Beijing Poly client sought to 
create a new landmark headquarters 
complex that, through its quality and 
mix of public and commercial uses, 
would establish a civic presence in 
Beijing and symbolize the company’s 
public mission. 

The program includes the client’s 
headquarters, leasable office space, 
retail, restaurants, and the Museum, 
which houses one of the country’s most 
important collections of antique 
bronzes and Buddhas. 

The building’s simple, monolithic 
triangular form responds to its location 
on a prominent intersection along 
Second Ring Road, near the Forbidden 
City. The form is based on an L-shaped 
floor plan that cradles a dramatic 
atrium.







The integration of architecture and 
engineering is expressed most strongly in 
the dramatic wall enclosing the main atrium, 
which is one of the largest such enclosures 
in the world, roughly four times the size of 
the cable-net wall at New York’s Time 
Warner Center.

To support the glass wall as a single plane 
conventionally would have required bulky
trusses that would have disrupted the sense 
of transparency. Instead, a cable-net wall, 
providing a heightened sense of connection 
between the atrium and the city, is folded 
and stabilized by a formidable V-cable, 
which is counterweighted by the suspended 
lantern-like museum. 

The V-cable is attached to the lantern using 
a specially designed rocker
mechanism that allows the main cable to 
compensate for movement during a seismic 
event, giving more or less slack to 
accommodate displacement. Folding the 
cable-net wall over the V-cable reduces the 
deflection caused by high winds—and 
therefore the heft of the supporting cables—
while adding a faceted dimension to the 
enclosure.
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