New Beijing Poly Plaza

Dongcheng District, Beijing, China
Size 100,000sm in 24 floors
Completed 2007
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The New Beijing Poly client sought to

create a new landmark headquarters
complex that, through its quality and
mix of public and commercial uses,

would establish a civic presence in

Beijing and symbolize the company’s

public mission.

The program includes the client’s

headquarters, leasable office space,
retail, restaurants, and the Museum,

which houses one of the country’s most

important collections of antique

bronzes and Buddhas.

The building’s simple, monolithic

triangular form responds to its location
on a prominent intersection along

Second Ring Road, near the Forbidden

City. The form is based on an L-shaped

floor plan that cradles a dramatic

atrium.
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COMCEPT EVOLUTION

CORYENTIONAL OFFIGE FORM
Combined with Beiling’s tulkding
salback requirements often yields
tealatad objocts surroundad by

inaucessilie elluer spaves.
Comsantamal larmm with & cafler

core and perimeter offices resulty
in dimanishing aecess ra dagligh
far spaces closer to bhe core,

SLAE OFFIGE FORM

My b positoned on a siie
edga ta bagm 1o defing 3 usahle
publia space. The wall affest,
horevere blucks light end views.
An aflsat cora and fHinnar

floor plate allow much of the
aflice space tn reeasn daglight
from two directions, providing
greaier scoess to light and air loe
occupants,

SPLIT SLAB

The-slab form bs spiit and oulked
apart tn create siol openings o
allow daylight, views and pulblic
passagy Mimougly,

FOLDED aLAB

By fodding the slab, & pultdic
comar space 15 defined. This
moaponds o the unlque eita)
waaspenby have views ol ol
othar seross Tha apan spaca;
ond the slok openings bring light
i fravmn naeas el rent direeTinns

{south and west).

LAPERN s snsmnn -
%
——

ASSEMBLAGE

Thatr a0 wnbgue Profras Comoanents
—Lhina Faly's headguariers

affices and the Paly Muzoum- - ars
et tbarin el williinn distinl lorms, The
hasdoaartars secupy twWe Heoss
winpping a {hree-sided sxterior
gartan colrmymr. This provides thess
spaces with external views a5 well s
a focal point for the organtzalion

The muesum ig expraseed 85
preious glowing pewe! sus pended in
& ATridm.
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The integration of architecture and
engineering is expressed most strongly in
the dramatic wall enclosing the main atrium,
which is one of the largest such enclosures
in the world, roughly four times the size of
the cable-net wall at New York’s Time
Warner Center.

To support the glass wall as a single plane
conventionally would have required bulky
trusses that would have disrupted the sense
of transparency. Instead, a cable-net wall,
providing a heightened sense of connection
between the atrium and the city, is folded
and stabilized by a formidable V-cable,
which is counterweighted by the suspended
lantern-like museum.

The V-cable is attached to the lantern using
a specially designed rocker

mechanism that allows the main cable to
compensate for movement during a seismic
event, giving more or less slack to
accommodate displacement. Folding the
cable-net wall over the V-cable reduces the
deflection caused by high winds—and
therefore the heft of the supporting cables—
while adding a faceted dimension to the
enclosure.
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Lhd tnangular shapermaimizes tho panmeter surfacrarpoted 10 tha alamants,
whilz the-inberror atritm draws daylight into office arsas.
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Tha.L-¢hapaed fieer plan aligns with the surrsungin g gnd and ¢rad e

dramatic atrium.
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The souith apertiire is anchored by a 50-meter-tall architectural bronze wall that

& echoes the material of the mussum®s callection while highlighting the ceremonial
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	The integration of architecture and engineering is expressed most strongly in the dramatic wall enclosing the main atrium, whi

